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25X1X i, Q» Discuss the relative aupport for the Commmist regime by Yugoslavian
hetoric regions, such as Serbia, Croatia, 8lovenia, and Montenegro,
In which of the provinces do the Commumlets enjoy most or leasi support?
Explain the reasons from & sooiologioal as well as a politioal stand-

pednt.

A. More then 80% of Yugoslavia’s population is engsged in agriculture.
Farns are usually small. Thoss in the barren distriots of lika, Dal~
mtian Zagera, parts of Bosnla and Hersegovinma, (roatian Zegorje,

o, axd ¥acedonis are too mmall and unproductive to support
thedr owmers. The regims cpenly admts that the Communist Youth Orgeni~
zation sod the Pooples Youth Organisstion have mede little progrsss
tmong the poasants. The regims is trying to oreate & horisontel division
betwssn the poor and the rich farmers but has not been very successful
beoause g0 little aotual differense existe betwesn the two groups. Ths .
soeial organization in the villages has retained a patrisrchal charactor
with the richer farmers considering 1t their duty as moral and political
leaders of the community to extend aid to the less favorsd. PMurthermore,
the villages still try to be economioelly self-sufficient, and the old
::l:ﬂl regulating mitual ald and unremunsrated ocommurity work are still

oroe.

The sgrarian roform was en attexpt %o win the farmers by playing on their
groed for lend. It was also demigned to woeken the ohurches and the
rioher farmers, The measwrs proved a fallure because there was insufficient
land avellable for redistridbution. Very few large estates were still in
existence and even those few had boen greatly reduced in sise by the
agrarian reform instituted during the 1920'w. The measurs also arcused
public recentmant beosuse it tobk land from the churches, This resente
mont was partioularly evident in Sorvis, Herzegowina, Montenegro, and
Macedonis where the pecple are not only deeply religious but have always
ragarded the priests as their temporal leaders in & contimous struggle
for surviwml, During centmries of struggle against the Turks, thesce
pecple received advice and assistancs from their pricats and shelter in
their monasterios. . »
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Other moasures followed the agrarian roform. Farmers ware told vihero,

vhen, and what to plant; grain mms ruthlesoly telten from thems they were
forced to deliver largo percentages of their harvests at stipulated prioces;
thoy wero subjected to intinidation and arrecst for non=-gcoapliance with
regulations; and many were rooruitod for the army or for "voluntary®™ worl,
The mrotracted periods of arry sorvice imzosod upon tho youth of tho nation
bave boen a proat financial blow to tho poorer {armors. leforc the wor they
roliod wpon tho financial support provided by the youngor nesbers of their
fwilies who migratod to the citios for scasonmal wark and sontrived to savo
& largo portion of their ueager sularics to supplenent the farmoers! inadequate
onruings. v .

Undor theso cirounstanoos, it ic obvious timt the regline ocoamot expeol tho
suppart of that 00,5 of tho population which 4s oncasod in a riculture. Sube
mission to tiw regine is reluctant und teporary and is taporod Ly repeatod
acts of sabotago. rarmoers would asswio an aotive port in any actioun diroctod
toverd overthrow of tiw rogines The form suoh an motion might talze depuads
upon tho charaoter of the national yroups as :olded by history.

The Serbian faruer is most foared by the regine beoauso ho is politically
mature, his loyalty to the King is indisputable, and s .dind is asube onougi
to perceive the real mcaning of any overmiental setiuva or propaganca. lio is
oouracoous aad capable of frontal attuck, yet sufficlontly pationt uud coldly
calculating to use underground mothods if he oonsiders then uccossary. Thoe
Serbian farmor is tired of tho rosive and is roady to take action agninst it
if givon a proper sipgnal and the assurance that ho \ill not be abandoned in the
rmiddle of his fight,.

The roginio belioves that Montenogro i its most loyal region. The socret
police, tho Commumist Party, the Armyy, and tho Covernment aro all orowded with
Montonogrins whose barren lond oamot supyort thems liuch of tho liontouoprin
population romaimng at home is depondent upon tho lorgess of job=holdin:
rolativos, This situation ponarates at loagt a show of loyalty tomrd the
rogino widoh provides thoce Jobs. I bolieve, however, that sonlonesro is an
ideal rogion for the orpanization of an of “cotive underground. T seonlc
have rotainod their clan organization, thoir senso of honor is treneadous,
and thoy have an oriental horror of "losiug faco." They urc intonscly yrowd
that thoy maintainod their indopendence whon all of thoir neishbors vire coa=
quorsd by the Turks. They havo & 4.0 of sowragoe wihdeh horders on i.asasity.
A Liontenegrin, for exaple, would not lic dovar to avwic a bullet lest e he
acoused of foar. If tio people of uwontonegro aro couvinced thab thclr lonor
requires than to talre amie against tie rogine, their rovolt will be nost
formldable,

the Jroatian faruer is also rogarded by tie reging as not very dangorous.

The rogime knows that he too is not partioularly loyal, and that he would seize
any favorable opportunity to turn sgainst the rogime, The regine beliovos,
however, that the Uroatian farior lacks tiae ability to orpanize a sontiuous
fight. If ho rebels it will be spontaneously, syorauically, and without .ro_or
loadersiip. Such a rebellion will Lo sasily orushed. The roglno uy be sorruck
in this ovaluation. For any rovolt to be successful, aatl-regine scatinmont
must bo orystallizod, the iatellootuals chaon out of thoir apatiy, and thc
people orpanised and givon a elearly cefined goal. The desiro Dow Justice,
freodon, and deconoy vidll thon ¥ing ozpregsion in a fight which nay talic suo.s
form o8 15 nccessary. The proot prostige of Dr lntchel: and the Xing would help
thoso vho undartook this job. '

The samo cousiderations apply if all the historie regions excont llacedonin,
vhore tho peusants have sulferod so long under difforont mastors that they
boliove no ono, They oro woiting but nob fighting. Small groups might bo
organized whisch would oormand somo help fron tho peasants, bubt I doubt tlal
ilnsedonians would entor wholcheartedly into an oute-anceout fighte

e het is the attitude of uon=Commnist Sroat politiclans of prewar ays,
toward the Serbian group? Disouss also the status of the Sorbian
Orthodox ohurch axd the llozau Jotholie church in rolutionshis tc the repiuc.

A I it somotiies appears that the Orthodox slurch ia nore friondly tovard
the rogino than tho Jatholic, it doos not noan that it is supporting tho
rogimes It is only employing tactics widelh enable it to wor: with niniauwn
interforence frou tho rogine, and peridt it to give tho veople s.iritual
leadershiy, advice, and norel stroagth in this difficult parioc. The
Orthodox vhurch itaclfy is as unfriondly toward the rogine and as anxious

for its dovmfall es the o urch
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